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THE CURRICULA OF UNIVERSITY STUDIES 
 

The syllabus of a university degree constitutes the institution's commitment to the characteristics 
of the degree and the conditions in which the teaching is to be carried out, which specify the 
academic training project that defines it. 

Royal Decree 822/2021, of 28 September, which establishes the organisation of university 
education and the procedure for quality assurance, defines the guiding principles of the syllabus 
and its structure, which includes the training objectives, the knowledge and content to be 
transmitted, the competences and skills that characterise it and are intended to be mastered, the 
external academic placements that reinforce its training project and the system for assessing the 
learning of students enrolled in the degree. 

In accordance with article 4 of Royal Decree 822/2021, REACU defined on 13 January 2022 the 
General Protocol for quality assessment for the verification of syllabuses of university studies 
leading to the award of official Bachelor's and Master's degrees. 

 
 

 

THE MODIFICATION OF CURRICULA 
 

The general procedure for the modification of syllabuses of official degree courses taught in 
university centres will be aimed at their continuous improvement. Modifications are classified as 
substantial or non-substantial, depending on whether or not they involve a change in the nature, 
objectives and fundamental characteristics of the degree registered in the Register of 
Universities, Centres and Degrees (RUCT). 

• Substantial modifications will be requested from the Council of Universities and will 
require an assessment report from the corresponding quality assurance agency, in a 
procedure similar to the verification procedure. In the case of syllabuses taught in 
institutionally accredited centres, the proposal shall be accompanied by a reasoned 
report on the academic and regulatory suitability of the substantial modification of the 
centre's or university's Internal Quality Assurance System (IQAS). 

• With regard to non-substantial modifications, if the syllabuses are taught in 
institutionally accredited centres, they will require a report from their IACS and 
communication of the modified syllabus to the competent agency and to the 
corresponding Autonomous Community or Autonomous Communities, while if they are 
taught in centres that are not institutionally accredited, they will require approval by the 
university's governing bodies with the prior issue of a report from the IACS, submission to 
the agency and acceptance by the competent agency. 

Articles 30 to 33 of Royal Decree 822/2021 establish the regulation of the general procedures for 
the modification of study plans, according to the casuistry described. At 
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Specifically, Article 30.4 of the aforementioned Royal Decree states the following: "The quality 
agencies shall establish in a common manner the general criteria to delimit which types of 
changes to the report of the syllabus of a degree can be considered as non-substantial". This is a 
requirement which is also included in the rest of the above-mentioned articles (in particular in 
Article 31.3, Article 32.6 and Article 33.6). Likewise, Article 32.2 establishes a series of aspects 
that affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the title and that will be subject to 
substantial modification. 

 
 

OBJECTIVES AND CONTEXT 

The purpose of this REACU Protocol is to establish the general harmonised criteria for the 
evaluation carried out by the agencies within the framework of the general Modification 
procedure, establishing the general guidelines that the agencies that make up REACU will develop 
in their respective specific Protocols and/or Evaluation Guides. 

In particular, it establishes the general criteria to delimit which types of changes in the report of 
the syllabus of a degree can be considered as non-substantial, and it is agreed which aspects are 
subject to substantial modification, among which at least those established in article 32.2 of 
Royal Decree 822/2021 must be considered. 

 
 

 

 
The configuration and terminology used in the syllabus must be aligned with the Standards and 
Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area (ESG), which will be the 
reference for the IQAS of the universities and the external evaluation procedures by the quality 
assurance agencies of the Spanish university system, registered in the European Register of 
Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (The European Quality Assurance Register for 
Higher Education, EQAR). 

In this way, society's confidence in the rigour and solidity of university degrees is strengthened, 
their continuous improvement is facilitated, the employability and dignified and quality 
employment of graduates is enhanced, and the international recognition of Spanish university 
degrees and the development of international joint degrees is facilitated. 

 

DIMENSIONS INTO WHICH THE 
CURRICULUM IS STRUCTURED 

ESG CRITERIA 

1. Description, training objectives and 
justification of the qualification 

 
 

1.2. Programme design and approval 
2. Outcomes of the training and learning 
process 

ALIGNMENT WITH THE ESG
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3. Admission, recognition and mobility 
1.4. Admission, progression, recognition and 
certification of students 

4. Teaching planning 
1.3. Student-centred teaching, learning and 
assessment 

5. Academic and teaching support staff 
1.5. Teaching staff 

6. Learning resources: materials and 
infrastructures, practices and services 

 

1.6. Resources for learning and student 
support 

7. Timetable for implementation 

 
 
 

 
8. Internal Quality Assurance System 

1.1. Quality assurance policy 

1.9. Continuous monitoring and regular 
evaluation of programmes 

Information management 

1.8. Public information 

1.10 Cyclical External Quality Assurance 

 

 

ASSESSMENT DIMENSIONS, CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES 
 

Substantial modifications to syllabuses will be assessed by the competent quality assurance 
agency in a similar way to the verification of syllabuses, with the REACU General Protocol for 
quality assessment for the verification of syllabuses for university studies leading to the award of 
official Bachelor's and Master's degrees being applicable. 

Non-substantial modifications to curricula taught in non-institutionally accredited universities will 
be assessed for acceptance by the competent agency. 

The catalogue of substantial modifications is classified below, i.e., for each of the assessment 
dimensions, the aspects that will be considered substantial modifications, as they affect the 
nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

However, if, in accordance with the university's proposal, the modifications submitted imply, in 
the opinion of the corresponding agency, the design of a new degree, the agency will issue a 
report rejecting the modifications requested and requesting the verification of a new degree. 

 
 

1. Description, training objectives and rationale of the degree 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. Partial modification in the title of the title. 
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2. The change in the number of places offered. 

3. The incorporation or modification of specialisations and specialisations and their 
distribution of credits. 

4. The change in the mode of delivery: face-to-face, hybrid and virtual. 

5. Change of centre offering the degree. 

6. Changes in the Bachelor's Degrees from 180 ECTS to 240 ECTS (First Transitory Provision 
of RD 822) and changes in the official Master's Degrees so that they have 60, 90 or 120 
ECTS (Sixth Transitory Provision of RD 822). 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, provided 
that they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

 
 

2. Outcomes of the training and learning process 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. Changes in the wording of the learning outcomes that affect the nature, objectives and 
characteristics of the degree. 

2. Elimination or inclusion of learning outcomes that affect the nature, objectives and 
characteristics of the degree. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, provided 
that they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

 
 

3. Admission, recognition and mobility 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. The incorporation, suppression or change in training complements. 

2. Changes in the criteria for the transfer and recognition of ECTS credits. 

3. Changes in the main access and admission criteria. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, provided 
that they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

 
 

4. Teaching planning 

Beyond the aspects affecting planning that have previously been covered in other dimensions, they 
will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. The distribution of subjects and subjects of basic and compulsory education. 

2. The change in the number of credits of the final project for Bachelor's and Master's degrees. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, provided 
that they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 
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5. Academic and teaching support staff 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. Changes in the number and/or profile of teaching staff and teaching support staff 
required and available that could affect the proper development of the curriculum. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, as long 
as they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

 
 

6. Learning resources: materials and infrastructure, practices 
and services 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. Changes in infrastructures and/or available support resources that could affect the 
development of the curriculum. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, as long 
as they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

 
 

7. Timetable for the implementation of the degree 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. Significant changes in the degree implementation schedule. 

2. Changes in the adaptation of students coming from previous studies. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, as 
long as they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 

 
 

8. Internal Quality Assurance System 

They will be subject to substantial modification, as far as this dimension is concerned: 

1. Changes affecting the IACS model or structure. 

The rest of the proposed modifications will be understood as non-substantial modifications, as long 
as they do not affect the nature, objectives and characteristics of the degree. 
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