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METHODOLOGICAL STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING INNOVATION 
 

Royal Decree 822/2021, of 28 September, which establishes the organisation of university 
education and the procedure for quality assurance, not only regulates the structure of studies in 
accordance with the principles on which the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) is based, 
which implies a university education focused on students and their learning outcomes, It also 
promotes more active teaching, based on a teaching-learning methodology, in which the master 
class must share the limelight with other strategies and ways of teaching and learning, which seek 
to reinforce the students' capacity for autonomous work, and in which the use of new 
information and communication technologies is one of the main pillars. 

In this way, the Spanish university system is aligned with the Standards and Guidelines for Quality 
Assurance in the European Higher Education Area (ESG). Specifically, with regard to: 

• ESG 1.3. Student-centred teaching, learning and assessment: Institutions should ensure 
that programmes are delivered in a way that encourages students to actively participate 
in the creation of the learning process and that student assessment reflects this student-
centred approach. 

• ESG 1.5. Teaching staff: Institutions should ensure the competence of their teaching staff. 
They should also use fair and transparent processes for the recruitment and development 
of their staff. Higher education institutions are primarily responsible for /.../ encouraging 
innovation in teaching methods and the use of new technologies. 

As reflected in the preamble of Royal Decree 822/2021, the promotion of teaching innovation is 
considered a fundamental strategy for universities, centres and degree coordinators. The 
organisation of official university education is thus moving towards an organisation that favours 
the necessary effective innovation in teaching, in order to provide answers to the disruptive 
changes and comprehensive training needs of a society in permanent transformation, which 
requires new teaching-learning processes to achieve new scientific, technological, humanistic and 
artistic knowledge that is transferred to the student body. 

Faced with the fundamental challenge facing universities of transforming their forms of learning 
and teaching to meet the demands of constantly changing societies, Royal Decree 822/2021 
promotes and makes teaching innovation visible as a fundamental strategy for universities, 
centres and degree programmes, based on the consideration that the essential aim of the 
educational process is to teach and learn, and that this process must adapt to the social, 
economic, technological and cultural changes that are taking place at each historical moment. 

In this respect, Article 21 of Royal Decree 822/2021 establishes that universities, in the exercise 
of their autonomy in the planning and management of teaching and with the aim of permanently 
improving the quality of teaching and learning, may develop specific and differentiated 
methodological strategies for teaching innovation that convey to the whole of the teaching staff, 
the teaching staff, the students, the students and the teaching staff, the teaching staff, and the 
students. 
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an official university degree and, therefore, that affect all the subjects and subjects that make up 
the syllabus. 

These global teaching innovation proposals may be reflected in the European Diploma 
Supplement, as well as being recognised by the university for the students through the issuing of 
a certificate or specific accreditation document, with the aim of valuing them. 

Examples of possible initiatives in this regard include: 

• teaching through the flipped classroom, 

• learning based on project work or case studies, 

• the development of collaborative and cooperative work, 

• learning based on problem-solving skills, 

• multilingual skills, beyond the official languages. 

• teaching articulated in the intensive use of digital information and communication 
technologies. 

In the event that the university or faculty intends to develop these or other methodological 
strategies for specific teaching innovation in an official university degree as a whole, it must 
reflect them in the syllabus report, and the quality assurance agencies will take them into 
consideration in their assessment processes, in accordance with the provisions of this protocol. 



REACU 
Spanish Network of 
University Quality 
Agencies 

EVALUATION PROTOCOL 
TEACHING INNOVATION STRATEGIES 

29/04/2022 3 

 

 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT DIMENSIONS, CRITERIA AND GUIDELINES 

 
• Description, training objectives and rationale of the degree 

The specific methodological strategies of teaching innovation must favour the achievement of the 
training objectives and convey the globality of the degree. 

• Teaching innovations must respond to a strategic approach of the university or centre in 
its teaching methodologies and be articulated in the global structure of the teaching that 
makes up the curriculum. 

• Specific teaching innovation initiatives should be clearly and explicitly specified and 
described and have the student at their centre (ESG 1.3). 

• The purpose of the teaching innovations must be justified with the learning outcomes 
and the main learning objectives of the degree. 

• Where appropriate, indicate whether the teaching innovations will take into account the 
full-time or part-time dedication of the student body. 

 
 

• Teaching planning 

The basic description of teaching activities and methodologies in subjects and subjects should 
reflect specific teaching innovation initiatives. 

• The teaching innovation methodologies developed in each subject or subject must be 
coherent with the learning outcomes of the subject or subject in question. 

• Assessment systems must be coherent with the teaching innovation methodologies 
developed in each subject or subject. 

• Where appropriate, the combination of different teaching innovation methodologies 
should be planned in a coordinated way. 

 
 

• Academic and teaching support staff 

The teaching and support staff for the degree must be adequate and sufficient to develop the 
degree's teaching innovation initiatives. 

• The academic and teaching support staff available and should have adequate experience 
or training in the specific teaching innovation methodologies they incorporate (ESG 1.5). 

• Academic and support staff must be sufficient to carry out the specific teaching 
innovation methodologies, in accordance with the characteristics with which they have 
been defined. 
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• Learning resources: materials and infrastructure, practices 
and services 

Learning resources must be adequate and sufficient to develop the degree's teaching innovation 
initiatives. 

• Adequate learning resources available and foreseen for the development of each specific 
teaching innovation methodology should be explicitly reflected. 

• Learning resources must be sufficient to guarantee the sustainability over time of the 
teaching innovation to be developed. 

 
 

• Internal Quality Assurance System 

The Internal Quality Assurance System (IQAS) must ensure the control, review and continuous 
improvement of the specific methodological strategies for teaching innovation. 

• The proposed IQAS (specific to the degree, centre or the university in general) must 
guarantee the appropriate development of teaching innovations. 

• The IQAS manages the information that enables the publication of relevant information 
on teaching innovations for students, teaching staff, employers and society as a whole. 
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